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1 H E following Erirri Was penn d by 
I. chat deep and able Miniſter of of - the 
Coſpel, Ap Croox, when in Priſon for the 
Teſtimony of a good Conſcience, He has ſet 
forth, in lively and affecting Manner, che 
State which many were in, when this glorious 
Day firſt broke forth upon our ' Anceſtors ; 
IT with much ave expreſs'd- the Com- 
paſſion of Almighty Goodneſs, which gather'd 
and made them of the Houſhold of Faith, 
Children of one Father, and united 


in the Covenant of immortal Life; * and al 
the happy Effects refulting from ſuch an 


UNION, Cam? fo wt vx} Bim Us T8 2 „Ae © | 
The hidden and — laid. Sas 1 the : ; 
Enemy, which tend to lay waſte and diffolve ; f 


be Bend of Chriſtian Fellowſhip; that . 1 
never be broken, are cleatiy diſcover'd-s - ant | 
| = the Means, by which it is preſetved, are ev | | 
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—The INTRODUCTION... 


The which every Member of = 
Body ſhould obſerve towards each other, and 
their Duty in our: religious Aſſemblies for ”— 
Worſhip of God, are copiou 2 with 


great J gdgrabnt, del ibed. F NIA 


The AuTHoR (according to the Wiſdom 
iven unto him) has, wrote in à profound 
pho addrefling himfelf to a Mind enlight- 
ned by divine Grace, and not to the captious 
or catnal' Profeſſor; 3 neyertheleſs, if that Wiſ- 
; 8 is waited for, Which influenced Him, the 
Scope and Defign of the EpisTLE will be ſeen 
and adhered to, and no Part 00 eke 
to anſwer re Pu 1 725 

15 Some of. che Reaſons which induced y us to 
reprint” this EpiSTLE are ; Firſt, A Concern to 
promote, as much as in us lieth, Love and 


Unit Amon ſt us in general, . 
Unit) amongſt us in ge. 
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Secondly, That all might be Airred: up to a 
truly Cbriſtian Conduct towards cagh pther, 
ye! in the Church of Chriſt. And, 


Ali oh 18 2114 We val O1 54191 £2 40% * 
Lach / Thar de Pech of 'Thi 10 ally 
ned, and brought to a tiüe Seile of 
the — of our Meetings fo r religious 
Pep. and our Du ty 'therefh, whether 
MixIsTERS 


Soiree rloR 


MiwisrzkSs ot others; that they may be held 
und concluded in the Wr Ine 15 the 
Power of Jus. eee £8128) off9 099g 
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(ſa, chat the Society has lately been ſtript 
of many uſeful Members, both MikrsT ERS 
and ELDERs ; yet ChRISsT our Lord, who is 
the Head of the Church, and Biſhop of Souls, 
ig never abſent from, but is ever with his 
Church ; the Faithful experiencing, chat Where 
tus or thre are gathered together in bis Name, 


be js in the Midft of them, Mat. ii. 40. 
agreeable to his Promiſe, which is Da, and 


Amen for ever, their Eye ſeeing their Teacher; 
for he is with his own to the End of the 
World: And if we are truly given up in 
Heart and Soul to ſerve the Lord, the ſame 
Hand of Power, which fitted formerly to fill 
every Station in the Church, will anoint and 


qualify in this Day, and furniſh to ny good 
Word and Work. 


| We take this Opportunity to entreat, that 
Friends every where would guard againſt Lule- 
warmneſs, Impatience, and a reſtleſs Behaviour. 


in our religious Meetings, though they may be 


held in SILENCE. And, if a Watch is not 
9 r W may be broke up, 
through 


And dobwitkftniing we are eto Wit- 
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melxrzobberion 
through, Inattention; unſeaſonably, or before 


the proper Time; which will burthen and 
grieve the living Members, wha; haye been 


wreſtling in Spirit, and waiting for the renew- 


ed Manifeſtation and Ariſing of that holy Life, 


2 * which is the, Glory of 41 


* we 1 the annex a Rene, is s in 
many Reſpects ſuitable to the preſent State of 
the Society, we tenderly recommend it to the 
ferious Peruſal, and ſolid Attention, of Friends 


N, hoping n be of wee. 
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EA R Lambs of my Faher's Fold who 
bebe dein rast dat a> tr e 


Lions, and 1 who made à Prey 
upon you, while you were without a Shepherd 
while you were in the open Field, and upon the wide 
Mountains, without an Hedge about you, or a Wall 
to defend you ; but every wild Beaſt, and ravening 
Bird, was ready to prey upon you, and there were 


none found either to pity or gather you, until the 


Shepherd (from whoſe Fold you had ſtrayed) 
t you out, and brought you home; ſome upon 
his Shoulders, and ſome drove gently, and others 
(Who would have run away after they were found, 


being accuſtomed to wander, and in love with their 


wandering) 


Devourer, and known the ſore" Bitings of 
the Wolves, and the affrightning 3 of the 
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Mig $4 
whom he-hath-had-a-watchful Eye, becauſe of their 
in, to feed by themſelves, 
they 


"= 


your Wounds, 
could not but 


y Ot 7 
of Mrael aroſe to ſeek his Sheep. -- | 


Oh! do you not remember theſe Things? Was not 
your Grief unutterable, and your Pain grown to that 
Extremity, that you had periſhed immediately, if 
he had not found you when he did? Oh! how were 
ſome of you fled into ſolitary, Holes, and others into 
the Clifts of the craggy Rocks, ; and were mourning 
there, deſiring that your Eyes were as a Fountain of 
Tears, becauſe of the Wickedneſs of the Wicked, and 
miſerable State of Mankind, and there was no Helper 
found! And others of you, like a Sparrow c birpi 
alone upon the Houſe-top, ſeeing over the World, 
with all its Glory; and yet could not tell how to 


get 
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get rid of it, but ſtill had an Eye over it, and yet ©] 


Could hot break through it? And this cauſed you. = 
Ab and mourn, and you could not meet with à Mate 
Companion amongſt all the Sons of Adam; and 
0 inward Sorrow waſted your Strength, and outward 
Griefs -confarned your Fleſh ; and when you went 
to break through, you were torn by the Briars and 
Thorns, that ou, could not find a Way to eſcape: 
And others of 'you, Who had learned to herd with 
the Beaſts of the Field, and could eat of their Bread, 
and drink ef their Drink, and lie down in their Reſt- 
ing place; Oh! how did the Shepherd chaſe you 
with his Judgments, and hunt yo with his Crofles 
and Afflictions, outward and inward, to bring you 
home And what Care hath he taken, fince your 
Recovery, to keep you in the Fold amongſt the 
Lambs, that you may no more find out any of your 
old Walks or Haunts, but be kept for ever to feed 
with the Latnbs, that you all might lie down together, 
ß / en” 
rt 30 Nd enen eee Uu en | 


O my Bowels, my Bowels! my Heart, my Heart! 
and all that is within we, is pained for yqu, and 

mburns in ſrcret after you, and cries Day and, Night 
unto the Shepherd, to look after you, and take Care 
of you all, . none of you be loſt, nor that any of 
you ſtray, nor be worried, nor hunted any more. ;. 
but that you may for ever lie down together, and 

neither hürt, grieve, nor offend one another, nor 
harden. thoſe who yet go aſtray; but that all may 
be kept in the Senſe of what (and where) once you 
were, and of the Love, Care and Mercy, that pitied 
you then, and healed and bound you up, and brought 
you home, and paſſed' by the Remembrance of all 
your Treſpaſſes, and loved you freely. Oh, let the 
Bowels of the Shepherd to you, beget Compaſſions 
unto the Scattered, and unto one another, who will 
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_ as well as. others ; and wherein any ol IR 


x what others are, 8 is hs, that wheh Jh 
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3 ghy Men een on to f 


Joys have departed at his Appearance ? 
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vou: For you w 


again ſoon. be Ger i if he ga 0 che Me pot: or 
which you Vert Ce bf Wi of all, and in Dg 


a, 
either from what yourſelves” ance. — 
e _ 


great 17 fe 15 25 TY 96 


dee Karr 90 Es A the Graves 5 


at his Word, Whick went out of thy. th 5 . | 
fr, who were bound, as in F x 8 of Gola 


looſed by him ;] and others, that, have 

up c yg 2 in the Pit, W N e 
Light; end yet at his Rebuke, and lifting up of his 
Voice, the Dead haye riſen, Priſoners 


come forth. and ſounded out "the F. ralles of that 2 
in whoſe Power you did ty. And Falk * 


ee bees i Mout h, wg the. 


- been refreſhed by thee, Op the N Mourne 1975 con 
DICE: 3, 10 


forted through hearing of thy deligh 
chat the evil Spirits have fled away, 1 thou haſt 
taken up thy Harp, and all the Minſtrels and; Teorldly 
80 terrible 
was his Preſence, and dreadful his Countenance, that 
no Eye was fo quick, as to abide undazzled before 
him; nor any Craft or Deceit o cloſely couched, 
but it ſtartled” 985 he made ſearch; nor any Paint 
fo artificial, but it melted before his diſſolving Pre- 
ſence, and ſcorching Glory; ſo that all Spirits were 
wed, and tried, and judged with righteous Judg- 
| 8 | ments, 


4 


Fr 7-3 1 

ments, in the Day * Strength? On! how did 
n and the er, P 

and wich all the Magicians and 


of char er wich all “che Merchants of = 
Babylon, flee before him, like the Routing of a 
. 


Army, and ſcatt of all their Generals, 
fficers''of — How waſt theu, and 
thy Cornpanions, in the Strength of the Eord, like 

Man wn al his Worthies'? And how have you, 
_ like mighty Mien, by his Power, broke through che 
whole Camp of the Uncireumciſed, to bring Water 
unto the Thirſty? What Service was too hard for 
you to venture upon, to relieve the Captives, and ſet 
free chem who were bound, Who, ke Sampfon, have | 
broken all the Cords and Bindings of the Philifians, 
and tnapped them afunder like a Theead ? With 
—. that have been done by 
his Arm,” which Time would fail to record; but 
living Monuments remain, as Pillars and Standards 
reared up, to keep in Remembrance hat hath been 
done by the Strength of the God whom you eryed, 
| ro. his Praiſe nd cu Glory for cver. 1 


10 ” 


ny was it not all by his own Arm. and his ever 
taſting Strength, that out of the Mouths'of Babes and 
| Sucklings be might ordgin Strength,” and perfeft his 
Praiſe for ever ? Lea, was any Thing yours in all” 
this Work, beſides the — to his Power ? 
And was it not all his, that no Fleſb might glory in bis 
Profſence'? Therefore, O all you Children of the 
Lord (without reſpect of Perſons) that have feen his 
Wonders, and mighty Goings forth, and have Beheld 
his marvellous Doings, not only as r bue 
Sbarers in ibe Vittories, and Dividers of the Spoil with 
the Mighty, whole Souls have been delive que of 
_ Captivity, and reſcued from the Land ef Darknes 7 
T of the Water of Life, that hath been 
B 2 * 


te 1. 


brought unto you by the Valiants of Hrael, through 2 
the Hazard of their Lives: Oh, do not you forget 
the Sweetneſs. of the Maiers, nor the Dangers they 
ran, who ventured through the Enemies Camp to 
bring it unto you, with their Lives in their Hands l 
Oh I how ſweet was it unto you then, and how did 
you prize it beyond all the Rivers of Damaſcus? Let 
your Love never abate unto it, but heighten more 
and more; for it is not of a glutting or wearying 
Nature, but provokes the Appetite, and ſtits up the 
Deſire after more of the ſame for ever. For it is 
- the viciated Pallate that blames good Diet, and the 
full Stomach that loaths tie Honey- comb; but the 
true Seed drinks the Mint new continually in the 
Father"s Kingdom, and the'Redeemed:ſing a new: Sang, 
and have all Things new and freſb, as the Water out 
of the Fountain, ſpringing up unto eternal Life: 
where nothing can remain in the old Channel, but is 
waſhed away by the running of the my re _ 
E ern from the Fountain. 5 n 7s 
Hear ye, hear: ye, 0 ye Children of Jacob, hes: 
is the Advice and Counſel of a poor redeemed 
Captive, once your Companion in Bonds, and now in 
Freedom: Oh! as we mourned. once under the Op- 
preſſion of the, Oppreſſor together, ſo let us now 
rejoice in that Love, that hath pitied and ſet us free; 
let nothing ſtop our Mouths from praiſing, nor our 
Hearts from 7ejvicing, in the Ocean ot eternal Kind- 
neſs and Mercy, that hath delivered us. Oh! let us 
haſte firſt upon the Top of Mount Gerizim, opening 
our Mouths in B{efings and Thankſgivings unto our 
God for ever, who hath made and choſen us 10 be a 
People that were not 'a People, that we may keep bis 
Statues, and delight in bis Law; and/ then let us 
ftand;upan Mount Ebal, that the Curſes and righ- 
out J udgments of the N may come upon 1 
75 Hea 


| 1 ; [ 7 ] . : 
Head:of the wicked One, and all that would - divide. 
us ſrom God, or one from another; and whatſoever 
rejoiceth in Unrighteouſneſs, or delighteth in falſe 
udgment, and upon that Root of Bitterneſs that 
ings forth Gall and Wormwood, (that nothing may 
eſcape the righteous Stroke of the Almighty)" with 
all that genders to Bondage, or would entangle out 
Hearts and Minds, whereby that ſeet Peace and 
Reſt; and Satisfaction in the Lord God, might not be 
enjoyed, as heretofore it hath been: For the wicted 
One will be ſawing his Tares in the Night of Security 
and Careleſneſ5, and it will ſoon ſpread and grow, 
that thou canſt not get it rooted out of thy Heart and 
Mind, but it will eat, defile and ſtain, that thy ve 
\Comlineſs will be disfigured, and thy Beauty, which 
once thou hadſt, will be marred by it; ſo that now, 
thou who ſometimes waſt tender and full of Love 


and Meekneſi, will be ſo changed, that nothing but 


Roughneſs and Envyings of Jacob's Bleſſings ſecretly 
| flow thee, with 4 evil Eye to ſpy out 25 Fa, 
and a Memory to call to mind the old Infirmities of 
thy Brethren ; whereby thou wilt have a large Trea- 
fury of Evil in thy Heart, which will be furniſhing 
thy Mind and Thoughts with anprofitable Malter, 
unto the daily wounding of thy Life, and clouding 
of thy Underſtanding, and thickning of the Vai 
and Maſk over thy Beauty: And all this may be 
done by the Enemy, under Pretence of Valour, and 
Witneſs-bearing, againſt Formality and Deceit, Oh 
how eaſy is it for the Simple to be deceived here, 
and the Strong to be betrayed, as through Dalilab's 
' Flatteries, ſaying, I is for Want of Love to God, and 
Zeal for bim, if a Teſtimony without Delay be not 
born, and a gr rok . ch and ſucb 
Things ; whereby t ry Part will- ſoon get up, 
and quench the Love to Brethren, 250 drown che 
Mercy, fo that all will be covered beſides the hard 


Rocks, 


. 
Rocks, and lefty Mountain 1 and upon theſe they 
may. ſee-afar into the Enemies Country, but camei 
behold the holy Land, with its Inhabitants, on the 
— 411 if che Warch 
be not 8 may even the Yaliants in Trac! receive 


a. * 
| ini of de . 3 n 


2 And then others: oarceiving/ it . how! — 
Oe was talcen) not dwelling always in the Love 
(chat covers all) but venturing too much to take the 
Air, and to walk as upon the Walls (without the 
Caſtle) may ſoon let in the Knowledge, and-/taking 
Notice, of i, which will beget the: me in them 4 
whereby the Diſtance will be increaſed, and the evil 
ee ml gain ground, that the Enemy will ſoon ſhew 
 Himfelf.to the troubling of J/-ael ; — ſo will the 
evil Seed be ſcattered abroad, and gender unto more 
Ungodlineſs, for want of a timely Prevention, — 
ia the one and in the other: And thus may 
Lambs of my Father's Fold be diſturbed b = 
little Foxes, _ ſhould be taken by the Wat 
Bones: that they might au wandet'ts hen. 


3 Oye Children, and. mighty Men, wah 
the Leaders of the Tribes of Fan remember hos 
caſy it is for you all to miſcarry, if the Watch be 
not diligently kept; for Satan will be ſtanding at 
the right Hand of Jeſbua, to reſiſt him. Oh eali to 
mind what is recorded in the Scriptures of Truth, 
bo the Man of God (after he had gone forth and 
finiſhed his Meflage, in crying againſt che Aliar at 
Bethel, and after he had withſtood the Tempiation of 
the King) was ſlain by the Lion, for going ſrom the 
Ward of the Lord in bimſelf, and hearkening unto 
the Counſel of the old ropher, whereby he was 
0 We. and returned not wn 
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5 9 e 


5 
e 7 0 them alan Aud dd 
ä e mſelf amongſt che 1 
＋ ents 5 they were met 
Ob 9 — . ins Foie, 
to tempt : nocen, 5 Ii W 8 
eyer oe Was, and moſt buy: about er e 
chietelt in te Work of the Lord for w Nas 
ted as the Sonjpf God. Therefore det ie fim 
a - the Ifir mities gf ie Meat, leſt chey alſo be 

Fuge fer ue all fand by Faich;: And be that 
is. moſt in che Life, of the Sog, in moſt; ſenſihle of 
Hurts of others, and moſt touched with the 
celing of their Wounds; not flightiy paſſing by. 
like the Prieſt and Levile, but mereihully pit xing and 
healing, like. the, good Samarilan For it is a Symp- 

m. ol Hardnęſs in him, that -nakes light. ks 
Wounds. and Bruiſes of his Brethren, thereby pour- 
ing Brine into their Wounds, 7 than the Oi b 
Love and Tenderneſs: Such Phyſicians rather help 
to feſter, than cure the Hurt; and to increaſe tie 
Pain, than to ſtop the ſpreading of the! Diſeaſe; 

whereby 4 little Slip does prove as a dangereus 

han and 14 Brafe ſometimes to the Loſs of a 
NM * eving of the whale Body 3 and a 

2 — —_ Skill or Senſe (or both) in the 
, 2 Wbere Skill is wanting, there the Phy- 
ſiclan may adminiſter that which. doth, increaſe the 

Diſtemper, and thereby diſparage himſelf, and in- 
danger the Patient; and where Senſe is wanting! 
there Auſterity and Rigidneſs is uſually met withal. 

8⁰ 05 he ch ads the Lens (and hurts them 300) 
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Ann and 
zoucbed wb the feeling ef their \Infirmities'; having 


„„ 
muſt himſelf be conformable to Cliriſt, who is Holy 
and barmleſt, and ſeparate from \Defilement; © 


Shoulders to carry the Lane on, tis well a8 a Tongue 
to direct the Euorant; and Arms to bear up the 


Mary, as well as Feet to go before them in Examplr; 
A one who oughr tö feed dhe Lane 20 d Te. 


mony of his o]n Love to the Father; and waffi 
their Feet, as an Example of Humility ; not ſeek- 
ing Honour, leſt he be infected with Lordlineſs 
thereby; and ſo by ſeeking Preheminence (by Elder- 
ſhippor'ſome other out ward Thing) hurt the Lambs, 


and ſtop the Simplicity, that otherwiſe would have 


. — highly in Eſteem, for their Works ſake in 
Power, but ndw will be hindered; becauſe booked 
for; whereby the Enemy will get Advantage, of 
the one by ſeeking· it, and the other by taking 
Notice of it; chat Prejudice will increaſe, and the 


Life in both be hurt, and all for want of Waren- 


ING, to be content with the Honour that comes from 
God only, and himſelf” to be as one that ſerveth the 
loweſt and weakeſt Babe, ſtriving rather to be under 
all, chan ſeeking to be over any; counting it 
Honour to ſerve; knowing ſenſibly,” that One i- 
their Father and Maſter, even God, and — 4 — 
all but one Lord and Maſter; unto which, he 
that teacheth, and they that are taught, muſt be 
ſubject, as the Body unto the Wiſdom and Direction 
of the Head; ſo muſt all be unto Chriſt, the pro- 
miſed Seed: And if any hold not the Head, they run 
into the Error, and fo out of the Senſe, by which 
only the Members can ſerve one another in Love, 


the Law which God hath ſet to govern the Body 


by; for he that is moſt in the Seed, is moſt in the 
Life; 'and ſo in the Senſe whereby the Unity and 
Sympathy in the Body is preſerved; and that Member 


- molt grieves for the Hurts and Bruiſes of the reſt, 


- 


tn 1 


where the Seniſe is the. quickeſt, whereby ies Uſeful- 
neſs in the Body is diſcerned, and the double Efte-m 
and Honour is given unto it by all the living 
Members, which is not ſought by him, but given 
freely by others, becauſe they are ſenſible of the 
Uſefulneſs of that Member to the Body, and ſo i is 
the whole edified i, and built vp by Love. 55 


But if, chrough any prevalent Humour, the Health 
of any be impaired, whereby the Senſe is loſt or 
benumbꝰ d, that it feels not when others are hurt, and 
yet will continue to officiate in the Body, whereby 
the reſt are grieved; yet in that Caſe it muſt not 
be ruggedly fallen upon, left, through its own 
VUnſenſibleneſs, it hurt the living Members, without 
either Mercy or Senſe, and fo either make them 
grieve, or wholly unſenſible alſo, unto the increaſing. 
of farther Diſcord in the Body; but rather Gentle- 
neſs and Forbearance muſt be uſed, as by the Ap- 
plication (not of Harſhneſs, and preſent Judging, 
or ſtanding at a Diſtance, but) of warm Cloaths, 
and fu ing Oils, uſed by a gentle Hand, with 
much Pains, and often Exhortation, in the Stirrings 
of Love, and Riſings of the Life; and yet feeds 
not the Benumbedneſs, or Senfleſneſs, but cheriſheth 
the Life, and ſo recovers the Senſe, whereby it is 
reſtored to the former Office in the Body, and more 
filled with Compaſſion, Uſefulneſs, and Diligence, than 
before ; and the other Members are now made 
more ſenſible of the Benefit of Patience and Long- 
f ſuſfering, and ſees from whence that ſpr rings, that 

would limit unto ſeven Times, and how narrow 
and ſhort it is of the Fulneſs of Mercy itſelf, that is 
unlimited, but binds the limiting Spirit, unto the 


perfecting of the Praiſes of the God of een 
| Goodneſs and Mercy. 


. N And 


TAR 


7 
. 
4 
U 
1 be 
! ba 
i o 
11 1 
1138 
v9 
* . 
2 * 
* 
159 
l 
x 4 
. 
'u 
U 
pl 
| * 
* 
{ ? 
II 
2 X 
bad f 
[4 
4 
itt 
il 
1 : 
ö 4 
t 
. 
4 
; q 
A * 
4 * 
| . 
1 
} 
5 
1 Fs 
I 
1 
1 £ 
} EY 


N CY 
—— — ꝙ ÿƷð . —Uäö 2 — ts. 
2 > 2 — — 
F 8 r 5 - N 2 
PTE SE ek er 4g ow 


PODED ITE Sowa ————5 
4 


— —— 


A . 
And thus will the Wiles of the Enemy be prevent-⸗ 
ed, and the Body preſerved in Unity, and 15 itſelf 

in Love: And hereby will the World be convinced, 
that you are the Diſciples of Chriſt, 'and have learn- 
ed of him to love one another, and in Love (as the 
Members of the natural Body) to /erve one another, 
and to miniſter to its. Benefit, of the Ability which _ 
Cod giveth, and from the Riſing of the Life, and 
breaking forth of it, (as the Sun from under a Cloud) 
and not under a Vail or Burthen ; but wait until the 
Way be clear in thy own Particular, and the Power 
hath wrought through and ſcattered all Clouds; and 
then, with open Face (and not from under a Vail) 
doth- the Word of Life go forth to the cheriſhing ef 
the tender Babes and Plants, and fo there will be a 
Springing of the Life in all; and then he that fo 
* miniſters, ſaves himſelf, and thoſe that hear him; 
and neither wants Milk io feed himſelf, nor the Word 
to miniſter to others ; but will diſtinguiſh in himſelf 
between the Verd, and the Milk of it, and alſo 
between that which looks at the paſſing away of the 
Time, and to anſwer the Expectation of others in 
Words, (or the keeping of its own Authority over 
others) and that which dwells in the Croſs unto all 
theſe Things, heeding nothing but the Riſing of the 
Life, and overcoming of the Power, and ſo knows 
how to behave himſelf in the Church of God, both 
when to begin, and when to make an End; miniftring 
in the Life, and reaching to the Seed, (and not the 
Judgment and the Affections only) feeling in himſelf 
when the Seed is raiſed, and the Power ſtirs in ano- - 
ther; which Senſe makes him ceaſe, that the Life 
may ſpeak in whom and when it pleaſeth : And fo 
nothing will be 8 nor none burthened, but 
Unity will be preſerved, and all Lordſhip and Maſtery 
deſtroyed, and every Member have its Liberty, 
without being reſtrained by any Thing wy”: the 
15 % ower 
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Power; and ſo every one will prefer others before 


themſelves, keeping no Authority over any, but 


minding the Ariſing of the Pomer in their own 


Hearts. For what knoweſt thou, but the Power 
may be quiet and till in thee (be thou never fo 
ſtrong) that it may ſhew itſelf in a rater Veſſel, 
and perſect its Praiſe out of the Mouths of Babes and 


Sucklings ; which may be hindered by thy Negli- 


gence, in not minding the Power in thyſelf, and 
God's End in exerciſing thee in Silence, rather than 
_ ſpeaking';,” which may be, either to ſpeak himſelf in 


ſome weaker Babe, or to come forth in thee: with 


cater Power, after long Exerciſe in Silence, and 
patient waiting, in the Croſs to thy own Will, and 


all that would be any Thing out of the Power :- 


And hereby the Simplicity in all will guide, and the 
ſeveral Gifts, given for Edification - of the whole, 
will ine; and no Candle be under a Buſhel, nor 
any Signification of the Spirit reſiſted, but all will be 


as Servants unto it. 


And ſo in this Order will there be Time for the 
Lambs to feed, in their green Paſture, as well as 
others zo be exborted, and the World inſtructed. And 
ſo will your Meetings be as a Feaſt, and the Elders 
fitting as upon Thrones ¶ Judging] (not for much 
what Words are ſpoken, as what Life and Power is 
ſtirring) all laying down their Crowns at the Feet of 
him that ſits upon the Throne; and fo will all take 
heed how they bear, as well as what- they beur; and 


they that ſpeak, as well know in what they ſpeak, as 


what Words they utter ; whereby all will be done unto 
the Praiſe and Glory of God in the Churches, and 
many will rejoice to bebold your Order, And this is 
that Behaviour in the Church of God which all muſt 
learn, that there may be no Schiſm in the Body, but 
that all may be ag io Unity for ever, and in 
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being ſenſible what Treſpaſſes have been forgiven 
them by God, the Father of Mercies ; and they, his 
Children, will be merciful like bim, knowing their 
daily Dependance is upon him; and they have no 


Strength nor Ability, either to ſtay where they are, 


or to go on to Perfection, but as it freely flows from 
him, upon whom they depend every Day for freſh 


Springs, as the Babe —_ n the Mother's Breaſt. 


Therefore, 0 ye Children of the living God, be 


like-minded: unto your Father, in Mercy and Love 


one to another, and in his Fear to . conſider theſe 


Things, that in his a Health you may be rn. : 
po te rare or bred mongt you. | 


8 in the Faith, and | in Gods Fa 0 vont 
Minds may not be ſuffered to wander, (becauſe of 
the diligent Watch) but mind feeding more than 
bearing, every one coming as unto a Prof, and ſitting 
as in the Market-place, in the pure Light of the Sun 


| of Righteouſneſs, that all your Souls Wants may be 


ſupplied, and every one return laden and filled with 
the Milk and Honey of the good Land ; that it ma 


be known and 1 Notice of by all that conver 


with you, or come amongſt you, that you have 
been with Jeſus, and have received his Virtue, from 
the Touches of his Life; whereby you that come 
to Meetings, bowed down and heavy laden, may go 
away with your Iſſues ſtopped, and your Burthens 
ems praiſing the Name of the Lord. 


And let bim that miniſtereth, firſt feel ab State 
and: Condition of the Meeting in himſelf, by the 
fenfible Stirrings of the Life ; not judging according 
to the Sight of the Fye, or hearing of the Ear, but 


1 their 


* 


bes 
in the Power, than by any - 
outward — — that ſo the Vord may be 
divided aright, and not handled deceitfully, accord- 
ing to any outward my! or Judgment, nor 'cor- 


ted by interm 


— —— and as it dreſſeth itſelf, ſo let it 
forth; thou bei as the Trumpet, 


ap = | 
but the Jens . muſt make the Sound, in what 
Order it pleaſeth ; and fo will all the Babes be re- 


freſhed with its Melody, and the Sound be certain, 
that every Soldier may be prepared to Battel, to 


Ne Wr! 


Let not Tabs ur es, nee 
Wiſdom of God, wait to know when he gives Leave 
to depart in perfect Freedom, leſt any go away bur- 
thened, by having ſomething firing in them, and 
moving to ſpeak, or pray, or otherwiſe ſound aut the 
Goodneſs of the Lord, by what Signification the Spirit 
itſelf pleaſetn; e 
faſt in the Liberty wherewith Cbriſt bath. made you 


free, not being brought under the Power of any 


Thing, but every _ without Reſpect of Perſons, 


uſing your own Liberty unto Edification, - minding „ 


always the Preſervation of Unity in the Budy, more 
than your own particular Eaſe . Benefit; 


— mn are Sr, except by a paliave Com 


mand, leſt Diviſion or Separation follow. 


Let not your Ears be pen to every Word that 


is ſpoken, leſt Diſlike or Prejudice enter; but mind 


the Life more than Words, that · your Unity may 
ſtand in the Spirit that ſpeabs, and not in the Words 
that are ſpoken ; leſt the Affections be tickled, and a 


* the Words that Man's 
iſdom teacheth let the Life put on what 


belp the Lord againſt the Mighty, in their -.] n Hearts 
e, peng N r 


Things may fand 


Love | 
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but every one minding their own Meaſures, which 
neither doth nor thinketh any Evil, but judgeth that 
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9 "Fae and Unity ariſe from dane) whereby a fig 5 

| _- Fellowſhip will be begatten, and 
. Obſervance, (like the World) and f. 
| Perſons come to be ſet up, and Death and Formality 


eld in outward 
5 will Gifts and 


increaſe; but the Myſtery of the Fellowſhip in the 
Spirit and Life will decay, and ſo Form and Power 
will claſh, and Diſcord ſoon enter; and the Wiſdom 
of the Brain, in the abundance of Knowledge, will 


| ſetup "A againſt the taſting Pallate, and 


inward Feeling by the Power; and ſo may the 


Power come to be loft, or much abated, becauſe its 
Way of Overcoming is rather by Suffering, than 


1 Conteſt ; which hitherto hath been the Cauſe that 
o few. have been on its Side in Ages paſt, the — 
Part going fUll the other Way ; but by 20% eepi 
in the ſavoury Spirit, you will try Fo N all 
Words, and the Spirits alſo from whence ey =. 


ered, to the N mes of er 


e band Whiſpering 5 among ey nor thin 
EW IP which: Actors to hear or bear Tales; 


as a Seed ſown to cauſe the Fleſn's Strength to in- 
creaſe: For as that evil Seed is hearkened unto, it 


. will beget a Fellowſhip) in the prejudiced: Part, unto 


the coolmg of Love, and nouriſhing of Iniquit y,; whereby 


it will ſecretly ſpread itſelf,” to the poiſoning of the 


Tongue with private Smitings, and alſo * 


of precious Opportunities in il e e 


6 of the true Seed. 


Let no Har/hneſs to, nor judging of one another be 
Found among y for your Mother, / that brought 
you forth, is free from all theſe Things, ſwallowing 
up, and covering all, as the Sea the Earth, by-infinite 
IS lower than * and unmeaſurable * — 
above 


7 


1 65 is all is cleanſed beat OP | and” 
ei round by it on every Side, that 
| perſe et Love and Purity may appear, the Multi- 
_ of Evils being covered by it; ſo that tho they 
be ſought for, yet they ſhall not be found. And 
therefore let it appear you are her Children, by 
paſſing by, and covering all with that Mantle whic 
yourlelyes. were once /waddled in, and to this Day 
are kept warm by, But if any Thing that is evil 
ſpring up in the Garden, let it be ſoon weeded out 
by the Care of the Owner: But when thou ſeeſt it 
either in thy own, or Neighbour's Garden, let not 
Anger nor Fretting boil in thee againſt it, but wait 
for Skill and Power to pluck it up, without Hurt to 
the Walks or pleaſant 1 Do it not in Haſte 
or Wrath, leſt thou u mp the Top only, leaving the 
Root in the Ground to ſpread more, and do greater 
Miſchief ; and fo ſhale thou in' Wiſdom kee 
Garden clean, thy Duty diſcharged unto thy Neghe 
bour, and thy Brother ſaved from the Spight of the 
Enemy; and thou ſhalt. ſhine, becauſe thou haſt 
ſaved him from the Error of bis Way. 


Let Anger and Diſtaſte be far from thee, not 
having any Place in thy Heart: Let not the 8 go 
down-on thy Wrath; but when thou remembereſt thy 
Brother hath ought. againſt thee, leave thy Gift at 
the Altar, and go thy Way, and be firſt reconciled to 
thy Brother, and then offer thy Gift upon God's Altar; 
and ſo ſhalt thou meet with Acceptance from him, 
and thy Soul be preſerved in his Peace, and thou 
kept in Unity with thy Brethren, 


Let not an Accuſation. be received againſt an Elder, 
without two or three Witneſſes, that ſo it may be 
eſtabliſhed to be true; and then in Love, and 
Bowels of Meekneſs and tender Compaſſion, let . 


him 
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4A 15 rn privately, that he may be reclaimed, 


and the Body preſerved pure, #nto the Praiſe of God; 
and ſo will all Things be done decently and in Order, 
and the Lord God of Life and Power, will appear 
amongſt you in Power and great Glory, ſetting up 
his Mercy-Szat over you, and the Cherubims ſtretch- 
ing forth their Wings, and covering their Faces, 

| becauſe of his Preſence : And here will be found the 
* Subſtance of all Figures, the Pot with Manna, andthe 


Ark of the Teſtament, with the Rod that budded, 
and the Monuments of his Mercy and Goodneſs 


will be brought into Remembrance by the Spirit-of 
Truth, and the Glory of this latter Houſe far exceed 


the former, unto the Praiſe of his everlaſting Mercy 
and Goodneſs for ever. | | 
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his ſpiritual Travails and Breathings after God, in 
his young and tender Years : Alſo, an Account of 
various Temptations wherewith he was exerciſed, 
and the Means by which he came to the Knowledge 
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